OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday April 23, 2009
Meeting called to order:  7:10pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Ehretia O’Hearn
In Attendance:  Ehretia O’Hearn, Anne Marie Caister, Maureen Harrison, 

Trish Murphy, Dudett Kumar, Isabel Doma, Kathryn Palangio,

Elizabeth Sheppard, Nancy Jessop, MaryAnne D’Souza, Marg Griffith, Sandra Krarucs, Susan Cadieux, Mona Valladeres, Indira and Earl Coutinho, Agnes Goddard, Carl Cini, Judy St. Louis, Cathy Kwiatkoski, Mike Kenny, 
Regrets:  Simone Young,
Absent: Lynn Caskie, Ken Richards, Maggie Zita
Opening Prayer:   Trish Murphy  
Presentation: Mr. R. Quinn on the Cuba Trip

This outreach trip saw 4 staff members and 14 students from OLMC travel to Cuba early in the year.  Most of their time was spent in Havana.  OLMC was the first school in Ontario to travel to Cuba on a trip of this kind. The overall goal was this be a “faith oriented” trip. Cuba is a very religious but poor country so it was important to the group that they go with as many gifts and donations as possible.  The group learned that the smallest of items were real luxuries to the Cubans.  This trip highlighted to the staff and students that we live in a culture of “haves” where Cuba is a culture of “have nots”.  They experienced friendly, warm and welcoming people wherever they went and, always felt safe.  The group learned that Cuba is a culture of fixing, helping and sharing.  The big issue going forward will be/is how they will deal with their elderly population.  The staff and students came home with an appreciation of social justice, what they have as Canadians and the options available to them compared to those in Cuba.  This experience and appreciation will last a lifetime. 
Approval of February 19, 2009 Minutes:  Motion –      1st Marg Griffiths 

                                                                                        2nd Trish Murphy
Student Council Update:  Judy St. Louis for Ravenne Villanueva
1) “Multicultural Day” will take place April 30 to promote diversity at OLMC.  Some of the countries that will be highlighted include Jamaica, Poland, India, the Philippines and South America.  These “pavilions” will be viewed over the lunch periods. This will be the last major activity by the Student Council for this school year.
2) Student Council elections will take place the first week of June.

Treasurer’s Report:  Anne Marie Caister







Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance                                                                                    2,729.63
No Activity for the Month
Funds Remaining                                                                                    2,729.63
Motion 1st I. Doma
            2nd T. Murphy
Parish Representative Report:

St. Josephine Bakhita:  Anne Marie Caister

1) ShareLife: The second ShareLife Sunday will be held on April 25 and 26.  Thank you for supporting our First offering to ShareLife.  We have collected $9,527.80

2) Building Fund: Currently stands at $128,000.  Thank you for your continued support.  A Bake Sale will take place April 25 and 26.  The next collection in the first weekend of the month.

3) Other Items: Communion and Confirmation are scheduled for various dates in May at Merciful Redeemer Church.  More details can be found on the parish website  http://stjosephinebakhita.org
St. John of the Cross:    (Trish Murphy)
1) Faith Development Ministry Mon. May 11th from 7 -9pm “Biblical Justice” –

 Fr. Paul Hansen
2) First Communion: Celebrated from April 18 –May 10 at the 8am and 10am masses and the 12pm and 5pm masses. Volunteers are needed to assist.

3) Confirmation Events:
Rehearsals   Tuesday May 5 @ 7:30pm

Rehearsals   Tuesday May 5 @ 8:30pm

Confirmation Saturday May 2 @ 10am

Confirmation Saturday May 9 @ 10am

Confirmation Saturday May 23 @10am

4) Pasta Knight “Fun”Raiser:  Friday May 8th at OLMC 5:30 - 8:30pm 
5) 2009 ShareLife Campaign: The parish goal for 2009 is $76,000.  The second collection date for ShareLife Sunday is May 3, 2009.
6) Italian Earthquake Relief:  Those wishing to help with this relief fund may do so one of three ways; 1) Online through ShareLife’s website www.sharelife.org  2) By phone through the ShareLife office at 1-800-263-2595 or 416-934-3411.  3) By Cheque payable to “ShareLife – name of parish-Italian Earthquake Relief.  Be assured ShareLife does not apply any administrative fees to humanitarian relief contributions, ensuring as much money as possible is directed toward assistance of those in crisis.
OAPCE Report:  Dudett Kumar 
1) There will be an OAPCE meeting the weekend of May 22-24 at Fr. John Redmond Secondary School in Etobicoke.  It will be a very full and informative weekend.  All are welcome to attend.  Registration required.

2) The Ministry of Education is considering adding World Religion to the grade 12 public school board offering.

Teaching Staff Report:  Mike Kenny
1) Boys’ baseball is now getting started.
2) Girls’ softball is also getting started.

3) Track and Field is underway.

4) Boys’ Cricket is also underway.

5) Boys’ Lacrosse – team doing extremely well 

6) New York City trip leaves with 50 students on Tues. April 28th
7) Italy and Greece trip being offered for next March – hoping to take 40 students.

Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St.Louis

1) A reminder that the Prom is June 05th
2) Report Cards will be sent home next Tues April 28th.

3) Next issue of The Chronicle will be sent home with report cards.

4) The production of “Romeo Revisited” will be presented next week.

Chair’s Report:  Ehretia O’Hearn

1) Please note the next Council Meeting date has been changed from Thursday May 28th and will now be held Wednesday May 27th, 2009.

2) Parent/Teacher Interview night took place Thursday April 16.  The School Council coffee/info table was very successful.  Thank you to Anne-Marie and Trish for arranging and picking up the coffee.  Thank you to Ken, Maureen, Isabel, Kathryn, Liz, Anne-Marie and Trish for helping.  Eighteen new parent email contacts were added to our records.

3) The Pastoral Planning Meeting took place Wed. April 22nd.  Every secondary  school Principal, Chaplain, Religion Head, Parish and Council Chair met as a group with discussions on the Pastoral Approach to the student, adult and community.  The new Pastoral Plan for 2009/2010 will include conclusions and direction from these discussions.

4) School Play Refreshments will be offered by the School Council on the evening of Friday May 1st.  Isabel and Kathryn will coordinate.  Council needs to know the time of the play/intermission and expected numbers of guests for the Friday night performance.  Volunteers to help prepare, serve and shop will also be needed.

5) OCSTA (Ontario Catholic School Trustees Assoc.) AGM takes place Sat May 9th @ 1:30pm at the Doubletree Hilton – Airport.  School Councils are invited to attend the afternoon session.  Rex Murphy and Kevin Feehan will present “How Catholic Schools Have Shaped Canadian Society”.  Space is available to 200 participants.

Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski
1) OLMC has raised $4,000 for Covenant House.
2) May is the month of Mary – May liturgy

3) Breakfast Club takes place Tuesday and Thursday mornings for OLMC students

4) Final Exams will now commence Monday June 15th at 12:00pm with the following schedule Mon – period 1, Tue – period 5, Wed – period 2, 

Thu – period 3 and Fri – period 4.  This means all exams will take place in the one week.
6) Prom is June 05th
7) Grad Mass is June 10th at St. John of the Cross Church.

8) Grad Breakfast is Friday June 12th
9) Grad Ceremony is June 24th at 4pm at the Hershey Centre

10)  The Pastoral Plan for the next school year will have a theme of “Seeing Good In All”

11)  Retreat Plans for the next school year will see;

Grade 9 – 1 retreat in 1 full day

Grade 10 – morning with Dr. Simone

                   Afternoon Mass at St. Michaels Cathedral

Grade 11 – Stewards of the Environment at St. John of the Cross Church.

Grade 12 – at Rocky Ridge – the theme will deal with how the student has grown and what lies ahead.

12)  Staffing is being looked at for the next school year.

13)  Timetables are currently being focused on for the next school year.

Traffic Flow at OLMC: Carl Cini VP

Mr. Cini reported that traffic flow is being looked at with respect to students being dropped off and picked up in front of the school.  This is a very heavily congested area especially in the mornings before school directly in front at the steps to the front entrance causing heavy congestion and sometimes a gridlock situation from the driveway entrance until cars move through and off school property.  The grade in the front of the school causes increased danger in the winter as icy conditions are created causing cars to slide and sometimes spin their tires when ice builds up on the subtle uphill slope approaching the area of the front steps.  Subsequently, new entrance directions are being planned to make the front of the building safer for pedestrian students.  This new entrance would see cars directed to the rear of the school for dropping off and picking up students.  This will require new signage indicating the new entrance for cars will be what is currently considered the “exit” driveway.  This new plan may actually take affect before the end of this school year.

Closing Prayer:  Trish Murphy
Adjournment: 9:10 pm        Motion 1st Mike Kenny
                                                         2nd Ehretia O’Hearn
Remaining 2009 Council Meeting date:  Wednesday May 27th 
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