OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday October 29, 2009
Meeting called to order:  7:05pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Ehretia O’Hearn
In Attendance:  Ehretia O’Hearn, Maureen Harrison, Anne Marie Caister, 

Ken Richards, Isabel Doma, Kathryn Palangio, Liz Sheppard, Nancy Jessop, Mike Kenny, Judy St. Louis, Cathy Kwiatkoski, Mary Anne D`Souza, Rose Pingitore, Ana Genschow, Susan Strathearn, Susan Cadieux
Regrets:  Sandra Fernandes, Trish Murphy, Sue D`Angelo, Trish Murphy
Absent:  Allysa Martinez, Nadia DeFina
Opening Prayer:   Ehretia O`Hearn  
Approval of October 1, 2009 Minutes:  Motion –   1st Nancy Jessop 

                                                                                 2nd Kathryn Palangio
Student Council Update:  Judy St. Louis for Nadia DeFina and Nicole Bowen
1)  Grade 9 Rep elections are about to take place.

2) The Grade 9 Social held October 23rd was a great success!

3) A Winter Formal is being planned for December open to all grades.

Appointment of Council Membership Vacancy – Ehretia O`Hearn

A nomination form was received by Liz Sheppard on time (but somehow missed) for the election of the 2009/10 School Council.  As there is one vacancy currently on School Council a motion was put forth to accept this nomination.
1st Isabel Doma

2nd Kathryn Palangio

Unanimous approval was granted for Liz Sheppard to fill this vacancy on Council.
Treasurer’s Report:  Anne Marie Caister







Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance                                                                                    1,988.37
Less:  Expenditures (during month)            45.66
Funds Remaining                                                                                    1,942.71
Motion 1st Susan Cadieux
            2nd Liz Sheppard
Parish Representative Report:

St. Josephine Bakhita:  Susan Cadieux
1)  Registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation – Applicants in Grade 8 were invited to apply as of mid October.  A Baptismal certificate is required

2) Children’s Liturgy – for children from J.K to grade 4 is available at St. Joan Arc masses for Sundays and Saturday liturgy.

3) ``Hearts on Fire`` - Spirituality Sessions for women will start at 10am on Oct 31st.  To register please see Sr. Cristina

4) Parish Pastoral Council – will hold their first meeting Oct 29th.

5) Month of November – is dedicated to our relatives and friends who have gone to sleep in the Lord.  A commemoration of the faithful will be held on Nov 2nd at the 9am and 7pm masses at St. Peters.

6) Book of Remembrance will be displayed at all masses during the month.
7) International Food, Music & Dance Festival – will be held Nov 27th at St. Joan of Arc SS

8) Church Building Fund (as of Oct 25th) $212,250.
St. John of the Cross:    (Trish Murphy)
1) All Souls Day will be celebrated with a 7:15pm mass on Nov 2nd.  There will be no morning mass that day.
2) The ``Book of Life`` will be placed at the altar during the month of Nov. This is a way of remembering our deceased relatives and friends.  This book will be at the back of the Church during the last week of Oct for those wishing to include names.
3) The Prime Time Club is holding a bake and craft sale Nov 14th and 15th. 

4) St. Vincent De Paul Society will be collecting clothing at the Church after masses on Nov 14th and 15th.

5) St. Edith Stein School will host their annual Christmas Bazaar Sat Nov 14th from 10am to 4pm at the school.
6) Tropical Storm Ketsana struck the Philippines on Sep 26th.  The ShareLife Office is accepting monetary donations to support disaster relief efforts. Contributions can be made online through www.sharelife.org, by phone through the ShareLife office 1-800-263-2595 or 416-924-3411 or, through the parish by making cheques payable to: 
ShareLife – Parish Name – Tropical Storm Ketsana Relief – Philippines

7)  A 15 day trip to the Holy Land (Wonders of Jordan and Sinai -Egypt) will depart May 1st to May 16th, 2010.  Cost is $2,750. + $385 air tax.  For more information contact Tour Guide Violette Doummar (905) 567-7576. 
Teaching Staff Report:   Mike Kenny
1) Boys Volleyball - Seniors – hoping for a playoff spot.
                            Juniors – are in the playoffs.

2) Jr Boys Football – Had a successful season with a young team but did not make the playoffs

Sr Boys Football – Undefeated in the regular season looking forward to the playoffs.

3) Cross Country – heading off to ROPSAA

4) Jr Girls Basketball – having a good season and heading to the playoffs.

Sr Girls Basketball – heading to the playoffs.

5) Remembrance Day Services are being planned for Nov 11th 

Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St. Louis

1) From the Chaplain`s desk – the Aboriginal Awareness trip to Manitoulin Island was a great success!  Students from three different high schools learned so much. Info sessions about this trip opportunity for next year will be offered soon to Gr.11 students in the library.
2) Out of the Cold – a meeting for students interested in participating in this worthwhile cause will take place Nov 3rd in the Chapel after school

3) OLMC will host its 2nd annual ``Destination Graduation`` on Nov 12th from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. This is a chance for Gr. 11 and 12 students and their parents to meet reps from colleges, universities and OSAP.

4) The Guidance dept will be meeting next week with Gr. 9and 10 period 1 classes to hand out the graduation requirements and success tracker.

5) The new Guidance secretary is Daniela Kobialko (was the attendance secretary)

6) The new Attendance secretary is Cathy Hamilton.

7) The OLMC web page is being revised shortly.

8) McCarthy`s will be hosting a Uniform sale Nov 5th and 6th at OLMC.

9) Deadline for the next issue of the Chronicle is ASAP.

Chair’s Report:  Ehretia O’Hearn

·  Used Uniform Sale:  Was a success with $355 being raised. There are enough uniform items left to hold another sale in the spring.  Thank you to Isabel and Kathryn for all their time in the Laundromat!  Thank you to everyone who helped with the sale.
· Inservice for School Councils:  A reminder that this Inservice will be held Sat. Nov 7th from 9am to 11:30am at St. Joseph Secondary School (Creditview and Bristol Rds.) The morning sessions are offered to both new and experienced Chairs, Treasurers, Secretaries, OAPCE and Parish Reps.  Please RSVP to Ehretia.

· Dates to Remember:

Wed Nov 11th – OLMC Remembrance Day Assemblies (8:30am & 9:30am)

Fri Nov 20th – Report Cards home.

Tue Nov 17th – next Council planning meeting (7pm)

Thu Nov 26th – next Council meeting and Christmas Liturgy

Thu Dec 17th – Advent Mass (Bishop Hunt)

· Next Family of Schools meeting – takes place Wed Jan 27th at St. Albert of Jerusalem School.  A special presentation from Kevin Williams the ``e-learning`` contact from the Program Dept at the Board. Information will be shared concerning ``Homework Help Pilot Expansion Project`` with regards to Gr. 7-10 Math.
Goals/Guest Speaker – Open Discussion:  Ehretia O`Hearn

Ongoing Goals:

· Complete the Annual Report and Annual Survey

· St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Basket campaign – adopt a family

· Used Uniform Sales – Fall and Spring

· Increase means of communication to/and from our community

· Seek storage for School Council supplies and used uniform inventory

· Support staff and student initiatives on an annual basis.

Guest Speakers for upcoming Council meetings:

Nov 26th - Chaplain Anne Brisbois Abbot – Pastoral Plan 09/10

Jan 21st – Donna Porter – new Resource programs/initiatives

Feb 18th – Science Dept – Eco Friendly Program at OLMC

Mar 25th – to be determined

Apr 22nd – to be determined

May 20th – to be determined

· Other suggestions/ideas generated following discussion for future Guest Speakers include; the new Superintendent Ms. Denise Oude-Reimerink (either March or April/10), and, the Police Liaison officer currently assigned to OLMC.
Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski
1) ``Spirit Day`` was held Fri Oct 9th and was a huge success. The day included a huge Pep Rally in the gym highlighting many of the OLMC teams and clubs, a tailgate party, two football games, the band playing in the cafeteria, a girl’s basketball game and video games just to name some of the events offered to everyone.  Although the schedule was relaxed for the day, there were still students at school at 4pm, what a great sign of spirit!

2) Anne Brisbois Abbot is working with some of the Ontario universities (York, U of T, Western and a couple of others) to help create a comfortable Catholic faith based transition/relationship for OLMC students graduating to these universities. As well, Anne is researching what Social Justice programs are available at these schools in order to communicate to those OLMC students.
3) The Academic Awards Night was held Thu Oct 8th at St. John of the Cross Church with a very successful turnout of students and parents.
4) OLMC School Goals for this school year will focus on two areas;

· Literacy – especially Gr. 9 and preparing them for the Gr. 10 Literacy Test.
· Evaluation and alignment of Gr. 10 assessments, culminating task assignments and exams ensuring all are in line from teacher to teacher.

5) ``Eco Week`` - an interesting waste audit was conducted in the foyer last week.  Staff and students were able to see firsthand what could have been recycled rather than thrown out and how we can reduce waste and recycle better as a school community.  As well, approx $1,200 has been spent sprucing up our school`s Peace Garden – it is now a nice place to visit and be proud of. As part of the Eco initiative, a play was presented to OLMC science and drama students by about twenty young adults who have been biking across the province to bring Eco awareness to students.
6) OLMC has applied for ``Speak Out grants and are planning a ``Girl`s Night`` to promote modesty in fashion and how girls can successful present themselves, as just some of the ideas for the evening.
7) H1N1 – the Principal outlined the virus and its characteristics.  OLMC has ensured separate water bottles for teams and hand sanitizers for the school are in place. The exercise room in the school is being cleaned daily and staff/students are expected to also wipe down all equipment after each use.  The decision to have a student immunized can only be the decision of the parents and cannot be forced by the school. There is no intention to close our schools unless a situation arose where so many staff were away ill there would not be enough staff to supervise the school.  There is no question this has been a very bad Fall overall for staff/student illness and absence at OLMC.
Questions and Answers:

Question: Would administration consider allowing students permission once a month to wear OLMC team/club hoodie sweatshirts in place of the required uniform sweater?
Answer: Although consideration would be granted to this idea, enough parental feedback determined that not all in attendance felt this would be fair to those students who tried unsuccessfully to earn a roster position on an OLMC team.
Closing Prayer:  Maureen Harrison
Adjournment: 9:02pm        Motion 1st   Anne Marie Caister
                                                         2nd Maureen Harrison
Next School Council Meeting:  Thursday Nov 26th, 2009 in the school Library.
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