OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.

Christmas Liturgy – held in school chapel lead by Chaplain Anne Brisbois Abbott

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday November 26, 2009

Meeting called to order:  7:40pm

Welcome & Introductions:  Ehretia O’Hearn

In Attendance:  Ehretia O’Hearn, Sandra Fernandes, Kathryn Palangio, Liz Sheppard, Nancy Jessop, Nicole Bowen, Allysa Marinez, Sandra Kranics, Mike Kenny, Judy St. Louis, Cathy Kwiatkoski, Mary Anne D`Souza, Susan Cadieux, Anne  Brisbois Abbott, Sue D’Angelo, Trish Murphy

Regrets:  Trustee Esther O’Toole, Maureen Harrison, Isabel Doma, Anne-Marie Caister, Ken Richards

Absent:  Nadia DeFina

Approval of October 29, 2009 Minutes:  

Only correction - Trish Murphy down twice for Regrets: 

Motion – 1st Trish Murphy 

                2nd Sandra Fernandes

Student Council Update:  Allysa Martinez, Nicole Bowen
1) Last event grade 9 social, well attended

2) Grade 9 reps voted in

3) Club Night at Carmel being held for grades 10,11,12 setting up the cafeteria in club atmosphere complete with dj

4) Operation Christmas child – goal this year is to raise 1,000 boxes  
5) Student council will be running the Christmas assembly
Pastoral Plan for 2009/2010: Seeing God in All Things Chaplain Anne Brisbois Abbott

1) The development in peace group signing letters to ask at G8 summit that countries be allowed to grow crops that will sustain them

2) Out of the Cold Program –over 100 came out to sign up, have a waiting list 

3) School is becoming a Green School, what is good for the earth is what God is wishing

4) Grade 9 retreat very well received by all, grade 10 retreats have started they are going out to Dr. Simone each week, program of making beds and attending St. Michaels Cathedral for mass

5) Program initiative through the tech dept to make beds – asking for start-up money $30.00 per bed asking for $1000

6) Trip to Manitulin, took 3 schools stayed with Jesuits in Espanola and then moved over to the Island. Aboriginal awareness trip being planned; will give priority to any self-identified aboriginal students

7) Remembrance Day Service 

8) Salesian experience retreats sacramental for Grade 11 students

9) Advent Mass being held December 17th all welcome to attend. Advent Calendars handed out for all

10) Christmas Baskets – looked at students in our own community first
11) Pastoral Plan will be on the web site

Treasurer’s Report:  Ehretia O’Hearn for Anne-Marie Caister








Debit

Credit

Balance

Opening Balance                                                                                   
1,942.71

Less:  Expenditures

Used Uniform Sale (cleaning costs)

85.58

Plus:  Income

Used Uniform Sales 





365.00

Closing Balance
                                                                                    2,222.13

Motion 1st Judy St. Louis

            2nd Kathryn Palangio

Parish Representative Report:

St. John of the Cross: Trish Murphy

1) St. John of the Cross Parish prepares candidates for Confirmation through a parish program.  They are looking for adults and high school students who are willing to work with a small group of candidates to help them to look at their faith and to learn what being part of the church is all about.  The time commitment is about 15 hours, from training to completion of the program. For further please call the Confirmation Line at 905 821-1331 ext. 230. 
2) A grade 7 student, Chriselle, is the inspiration behind a very generous contribution to the St. John of the Cross Youth Operation Child project. Over 180 shoeboxes, plus numerous loose items and approximately $615.00 to assist with the cost of shipping has been donated from the school.  The school is very excited to be a part of this project.
3) Will be selling Fruitcake in St. John of the Cross Rotunda next weekend - November 28th, 29th after the Masses.
4) MARGUERITE ST. BOURGEOYS FAMILY CENTRE 25th Anniversary Dinner/Dance & Silent Auction on November 28th, 2009.  Come celebrate and help us continue to educate ALL in the truth of fertility appreciation for another 25 years…  For more information or to purchase tickets call (416) 465-2868 or see our website www.fertiltycare.ca 
5) TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND Wonders of Jordan and Sinai (Egypt).  15 days May 1st to May 16th, 2010.  Cost $2,750.00 + $385.00 air tax (subject to change).   Under the spiritual leadership of Father Paul Dobson. For information contact Tour Guide Violetette Doummar  (905) 567-7576 
St. Josephine Bakhita:  Susan Cadieux

1)  Registration is still on going for young people who wish to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation.

2) Reminder… International Food, Music, Dance Festival in support of the Parish Building Fund will be held November 27th, 5:00pm – 12:00am at St. Joan of the Arc $15.00/person, under 12 free.

3) We are encouraging all to write the names of our beloved dead throughout the month of November in our Book of Life.

4) Parish will again celebrate Nine Evenings of Masses to prepare for the Feast of the Nativity, starting December 15 @ St. Peter’s 7:00pm.

5) RCIA Journey of Faith Session – weekly at St. Peters – speak with Sr. Cristina

6) High School Students: Friar’s Student Writing Award – ages 14-18. 500 word essay on the theme for the week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 24-31, 2010. The theme for this coming year is “You are witnesses to these things”. Publish in Register, deadline January 11/10. Further info: (416) 934-3400

7) Parishioners invited to weekly faith sharing sessions re: Sunday readings in Advent starting November 26, 7:00pm, St. Peters, see Sr. Cristina for details.

8) Christmas Nativity Pageant – “On Way to Bethlehem” November 27,28,29,30th at Country Heritage Park, 6:30pm-9:00pm. 

9) Church Building Fund (as of Nov. 22nd) $220,000.

Susan gave a brief history of St. Peters Church:  Built by Irish settlers, it has no running water, no janitor etc. maintained by the parishioners, 120 capacity

Mass times: 7:30 Sunday, 7:00 pm Mondays, 9:00 Saturdays

Teaching Staff Report: Mike Kenny

Currently in-between Sport seasons 
1) Boys Volleyball -Juniors – made it to the semi-finals.

2) Tennis – Sr. Girls Singles: Katie W. advanced to semi-finals at ROPSSAA

3) Swim team heading off to their first tournament November 27th
4) Curling season getting underway

Non-Teaching Staff Report:  Judy St. Louis

1) Office has a new look

2) Starting grade 8 class visits – tour of Mt. Carmel packages going out in December due back in Jan.

3) This year, registration will be on-line using a pin number. Registration for next years classes will begin January 4th – 19th phone messages will be going home as reminders.

Chair’s Report:  Ehretia O’Hearn

1) Guest Speaker Line Up:
 January 21st – Donna Porter, Head of English –Resource Initiatives

 February 18th – Science Dept. – ECO Project 

 March 25th – Denise Oude –Reimerink – Superintendent Mississauga North and Trustee Esther O’Toole

2) St. Vincent De Paul Christmas Family Basket: 

Family has been assigned – 2 adults, 6 children; 

Need volunteer to co-ordinate – organize who is doing what

1. Compile the gifts/food

2. Deliver to the school

Need volunteers to shop for assigned gifts, keep all receipts for council re-imbursement

Volunteer sheet sent around to sign-up

4) 2 Ministry of Education Inititiatives (MOE):

A) Through the MOE Parent Engagement office – MOE has drafted a Parent Engagement Policy as a second step consultive piece, and have encouraged input by parents by Dec. 31/09.

3 key areas for action

· To empower the parent voice within the education system

· To create a more welcoming and inclusive environment for parents

· To recognize the differences among Ontario’s diverse communities.

The draft contains an action plan for:

· The Ministry

· Trustees

· Board and Director

· School and Principal

· PIC (Parent Involvement Committee) Chair at each Board

For more input see website; www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/involvement/survey.html.

B) Ministry of Education will be developing province – wide guidelines for boards that govern sources for “supplementary revenue” for education

· This includes fundraising, donations, corporate partnerships and student fees.

· Beginning stage process of consulation

· Goal is to develop guidelines that provide direction to schools and boards relating to supplementary revenue approaches.

5) Next Family of Schools meeting – takes place Wed Jan 27th at St. Albert of Jerusalem School.  A special presentation from Kevin Williams the ``e-learning`` contact from the Program Dept at the Board. Information will be shared concerning ``Homework Help Pilot Expansion Project`` with regards to Gr. 7-10 Math.

6) CCCSC Mid Winter Presentation - Wednesday February 10, 2010 

· Guest speaker Carol Bertuzzi Luciani “Moodivator”

      7) 
Sign out of SC Resource Handbook – open to group to take home until next meeting

Principal’s Report:  Cathy Kwiatkoski

1) A brief budget outline was given on the running of the school:

· $210.00 per student to run school, text books, library, computer lease, paper everything we use, window gets broken comes out of the budget
· 20 –25 thousand a year on maintenance – do not have a budget to keep old schools looking good

2) Grade 9&10 at risk students – program to remove them from lunch hour and have them go to credit recovery room for 45 minutes

3) Drug problem is coming to the forefront again, not a large part of population but it has a negative affect in our school community. 

· Speaker to come in and talk to 50-70 high risk students and will also speak to teachers – put it out as a parent night? Get from the community and bring in – look at April meeting

4) Looking at running a food bank for our kids, cafeteria does not throw anything out. Packaged up and sent home to families in need. Recession is starting to unravel the family. Students are part of an entitled generation – does not sit well. Hard time of year, kids are more volatile. Bright light – Eden food bank came and filled a truckload from food drive. 

5) Speak Out Grant” Girls Night: planning on 4 different workshops; 

· fashion acceptable modesty, 

· internet safety – facebook

· on-line bullying

Overall tone is busy, kids are excited about Club Night.

Questions and Answers: none

Closing Prayer:  Susan Cadieux

Adjournment: 9:13pm        Motion 1st   Liz Sheppard

                                                         2nd Sue D’Angelo

Next School Council Meeting:  Thursday January 21, 2010 in the school Library.
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