        

   OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SECONDARY SCHOOL

                 
                     CATHOLIC  SCHOOL COUNCIL
“Our mission, based on the values of Christ through the guidance of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, is to involve family, parish, community, and members of the school community in fostering a positive, caring and Catholic environment by providing input, advice and support.” 

                              Minutes of meeting held Thursday, September 21, 2006




First Meeting of the 2006/2007 School Council
Meeting called to order: 7:40 PM

Nominations open for Executive Membership: Co-Chairs Ehretia O’Hearn and Elaine Lord were acclaimed. No Vice Chair position accepted. Secretary position Susan Ksiezopolski acclaimed and Colomba McAleray acclaimed as alternate,  Treasurer position Trish Murphy acclaimed.  OAPCE Rep. Susan Ksiezopolski accepted. Parish Rep. Mary Magri accepted and full endorsement received from the parish. Community Rep.  open until next meeting Oct.19th.  

Appointed Members:

Two Teacher Reps. – Mike Kenny & TBA, Mark Gibson as alternate

One Non-Teaching Rep  - Judy St. Louis

Student Council Reps: Chantelle Santos and Jason Frittaion

Presentation of Pastoral Plan: Anne Brisbois-Abbott

The faith theme this year will be Beatitude Living and a pamphlet handed out was also distributed to all Grade 9’s.  This information is also available on the school website.
Treasurer’s Report: Trish Murphy 

Debit              Credit                 Balance                Opening Balance – July 31, 2006                                                 


 $3,803.18
             Closing Balance at of September 21, 2006                                                                $3,803.18                                              

Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  Accepted by S. Fernandes, 2nd by L. Haffey

Parish Representative Report: Trish Murphy

1) The Knights of Columbus are holding a TEX-MEX Night on Saturday, Sept.30th.  Tickers are $15 per person and will be sold after the masses and through the parish office.

2) A very successful youth group has been organized for Grade 8 to University/College ages. Retreats, fundraising and charity work are all part of this group.  Meetings take place on Sunday evenings.

3) Next Sunday is the second collection for the Building Fund.  Father Leo will give us an update.  He told parishioners last Sunday that the Building Fund is coming along very well.

4) The 2006 International Culinary and Cultural festival will be held Saturday, Sept. 23rd right after the 5:00 p.m. mass.  This annual event has been a great success over the years.  Tickets  on sale through the parish office.

5) The new Adult Faith Formation Group is having a presentation on St. Therese of Lisieux and will be presenting scripture studies during the coming year for all interested.  Information is available on the Church website.

Community Representative Report: Gagan Kohli

The LRA will be holding an AGM meeting Tues. Oct.10th at Kindree Public School and they will also hold the Ward 10 All Candidates Meeting at 7pm that evening.

Teaching Staff Report: Mark Gibson 

1)   Lori Condo is in the process of starting auditions for the school musical this year “Romeo 

      Revisited”.  It is a version of Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” with modern pop and rock 

      songs and will be featuring a live band.  The dates are April 25, 26, 27 and 28.  The Parent 

      Council will co-ordinate to host a dinner theatre on one of the nights.


2)   Environment club started on Wed. and the Weight Room has also started.


3)   The School Newspaper will be started soon.

4)   There is the Walk for the Cure on Oct. 6th and events leading up to this date.  Monies 

      collected will go to Terry Fox and Credit Valley Cancer Centre. Monies will be raised 

      through a civvies day on Setp.28th and through pledges and classroom events.  School Council  

      will be invited to help with this event.

6) Counsellors will be visiting Grade 9 homerooms by mid October to provide students with Community Service Information.

7) Guidance will be posting most information this year on the OLMC website.  Students will be advised to check this site weekly for post-secondary information which includes workshops, presentation and deadlines.

8) Co-op students are at their work placements beginning Monday, Sept.25th to Jan.19th, 2007

9) At the staff’s last faith formation day, it was propose by staff that possibly this year a program could be set up so that students can receive old computers that are being disposed of, a bit like what happens with school uniforms.  Richard Tinio’s initiative might also help get this up and running.  Would school council be interested in helping with this?

10) The bench is installed with the plaque that says, “Donated by School Council” in butterfly garden.

Mike Kenny’s sports beat is just starting up.  


2 trips to Europe are being planned.


Washington trip in November – the deadline for numbers is Wed.,Sept.27th

Non-Teaching Staff Report: Judy St. Louis


The new Trillium system – information being input.


Absent Call system being reformatted for Trillium and should be working next week.


Report Cards from previous school year still need to be picked up by students.

Chair’s Report: Ehretia O’Hearn

1) Proposed meeting dates: Listed at bottom of agenda, dates submitted in June. 1 change required Nov.30 change from Dec.8th due to conflict in school. Council motion to approve proposed meeting dates with 1 change: Accepted G. Smith 2nd T. Murphy.

2) Dates to Remember:

a. Fri., Oct.6th – Walk for the Cure – all welcome

b. Tues., Oct.10th – Planning Mtg.

c. Wed., Oct.11th – Misssissauga North Meeting – St. Richards 7pm

d. Thurs., Oct 12th – Commissioning Ceremony for Council – Academic Awards Night at Church., 7pm.

e. Thurs., Oct.19th – Council Mtg.

f. Sat., Oct.21st  - Volunteer Mass – for all Dufferin Peel at Merciful Redeemer.

g. Tues., Nov. 21st – Planning Mtg.

h. Thurs., Nov.23rd – Parent/Teacher Interviews – Used Uniform Sale.

i. Thurs., Nov.30th – Council Mtg. – Christmas Liturgy. (was booked for Dec.7th – School conflict.)

3) Committee Updates:

1) Catholic Partners – Oct. 3rd.

2) CCCSC (Central Committee for Catholic School Councils) – Meeting tonight.

3) Mississauga North Family of Schools – Oct.11th
4) Secondary Coalition

All groups have not met yet, as new councils must be in place first, to arrange membership on these committees.

4) Board Update:

Regarding Deficit issue – Plan A & Plan B – 2 public meetings were held Sept.12th and 13th with Trustees and Superintendents present. OLMC represented by all Admin (Cathy, Shawn, Dan, Patricia and Anne Brisbois-Abbott) and parents – Ehretia O’Hearn and Linda Haffey. Great concerns about cuts to bussing, full day JK/SK and Special Ed. Group in attendance seemed to express a rejection of both Plan A & B.

Result: at Board Meeting – Thurs., Sept.14th (6pm – 12:40 am) – Cathy, Ehretia & attendance secretary – following an item by item rejection to cuts (efficiencies) it was made clear that the Board rejected both Plan A & B, so the ball is now in Ministry’s court.

New Minister of Education: As at Sept.18th Meeting:


Former Minister Sandra Pupatello – Economic Development Minister


New Minister of Education – Kathleen Wynne – new to cabinet.



Kathleen Wynne – Elected in 2003





  -  Was a teacher







  -   tutor of ESL







  -  Trustee on Toronto District Board





Next Council Meeting: on Agenda




-Goal setting for 2006-2007 year (guest speakers, events etc.)




-Catholic School Council Banner – 1 quote in



Bench for Peace Garden -  bench that Council donated is in Butterfly Garden. 

Principal’s Report: Cathy Kwiatkoski


Budget Cuts comments.

1) OECTA issue – Board cannot contract strip 

2) Custodians cut – no floaters – IT department stripped severely – these are being felt by OLMC presently.


3) Survey of school facilities for council to inspect school may have been pulled out. Lack of completion of work orders addressed not being replied quickly enough – school will be a slum. Schools are suffering due to lack of electricians/plumbers etc.

4) ERW/Psychologists – cuts already done before Sept.

School Year 2006-2007 Info.

1) 1800 attendance; 420 Gr. 9; PIP 17: ESL higher here: Gr.12-5th yr students; 113 teachers.

2) SAS to Trillium system for schedules/school attendance etc.

3) EQAO – March – OLMC result 89% Pass.

4) Nov. – Common Course Calendar – Board – New Focus.

5) Marian Cooper – World Issues – Gr.12 – conference in May/guest speakers/offsite etc.

6) Terry Fox Day change in calendars moved to Oct.6 – walk/BBQ – council will have music and junior and senior games.

Questions:

1) Where are the council binders in the Library? Librarian to advise.

2) Cafeteria – quality and price comments.

3) Whole Board changed from Coke to Pepsi.

Science Lab Updates: Dan Compagnon

1) 3 rooms closed to students and everything well underway. There was a time-line problem but

 end of Nov. is the target date for completion with the plan being that Room 7 is to be 

completed first (at risk etc.) Seniors are being accommodated in portables at present.

2) Other 4 labs – Design Phase Dec/Jan; Contract Feb; Mar/Apr Bldg Contractor and hopefully next year will be better.

Closing Prayer: Trish Murphy

Adjournment: Accepted T. Murphy; 2nd G. Smith

