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Serve Our Children 

O God, we pray for all those in our world 
who are suffering from injustice:  

For those who are discriminated against 
because of their race, color or religion; 

For those imprisoned 
for working for the relief of oppression; 

For those who are hounded 
for speaking the inconvenient truth; 

For those tempted to violence 
as a cry against overwhelming hardship;  

For those deprived of reasonable health and 
education; 

For those suffering from hunger and famine; 
For those too weak to help themselves 
and who have no one else to help them; 

For the unemployed who cry out 
for work but do not find it.  

We pray for anyone of our acquaintance 
who is personally affected by injustice. 

Forgive us, Lord, if we unwittingly share in the 
conditions 

or in a system that perpetuates injustice. 
Show us how we can serve your children 
and make your love practical by washing their 

feet. 

Mother Teresa 

 

Symbols of Peace: top, clockwise – Doves, Peace Crane, Chinese symbol of Peace, Islamic Symbol of Peace, 
West African  ‘BI NKA BI’ -   "No one should bite the other", universal peace symbol, Ying-Yang symbol, 
universal torch, Circular, past-present-future peace, Japanese peace symbol, international rainbow symbol. 
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Introduction 
 

The need to promote mathematical literacy has been apparent for some time 
and traditionally, mathematics has been taught in isolation, usually from a 
textbook. For as long as we have tracked results, many students have 
generally struggled with mathematics. Many develop math anxiety, other 
simply get bored and lose interest. The question that often arises from 
students is: “When will I ever need this stuff?” 
 
At the same time, the diversity of our student body challenges teachers to 

develop an inclusive curriculum, one that encompasses meaningful topics that have relevance to our 
students’ backgrounds and cultures. The Dufferin Peel Catholic District School Board serves the area of 
Peel, considered to be the most multicultural and diverse urban centre in the world. The need to develop 
an inclusive curriculum will challenge the traditional ways curriculum is taught and assessed. 
 
Consequently, we conceived a need to create a unit that would fuse the beauty of mathematics, with the 
power and substance of diversity. Woven within these pages is a celebration of 
mathematics, highlighted with lessons in art, technology, history, geography, music, 
drama, Religion/Family Life and English. The vehicle for this celebration is the 
Freedom Quilts used by slaves during the era of North American slavery. The 
Freedom Quilt represent how a people, denied of any formal education, created an 
elaborate manner of communication, through a series of complex geometric shapes, 
inconspicuously woven into a tapestry of colours. These Freedom Quilts were hung 
from windows and served as a collection of signals, phrases and directions for slaves as they journeyed 
the Underground Railroad.  All of this was accomplished, unbeknown to their Slave owners. Credit for 
the idea of connecting math to the Freedom Quilts is extended to Professor Lynda Colgan at Queens 
University. It was her presentation at OAME 2005 that provided the impetus to create a comprehensive 
unit on the topic.  
 
Of course, no unit can encompass all elements of this topic, however, we hope you find the sample 
lessons and activities helpful and worthwhile. Your students will not only appreciate the intelligence, 
versatility and tenacity shown by Black slaves, but also appreciate the real-life applications of 
mathematics, in a cross-curricular, integrated setting. Not only will this resource suit most cross-
curricular needs during February’s Black History Month, it will also serve well independently, all year 
round.  
 

Some of the lessons will require access to the Internet. This insures the most up-to-date 
information available. Rubrics and assessment pieces, along with relevant background 
information, resources and reading, have also been included. Lessons are general enough to 
be adapted for many grade levels, combined classes and student abilities. 
 
Tremendous gratitude is extended to those educators who contributed so much to the 
creation of this document. It is through their creativity and their dedication to the promotion 

of good mathematics teaching that made this resource possible. They are: Jennifer Portelli, Brian Diogo, 
Leonora Inglese, MaryAnna Lawrence, Sonia Janik-Corvinelli and Steve Kotulak. 
 

 
 

Mark Cassar, Principal 
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