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St. Louis  Messages             
 
 

  

    A New School Year 
I Believe In Children 
 
I believe in children - little ones, big ones, chubby and thin ones.   
There is faith in their eyes, love in their touch, hope in their attitude.   
I thrill with them at life’s joys, run with them through tall grasses,  
I bow with them in worship, and hold them close in tragedy.   
I believe in children - the fragile dream of yesterday, life’s radiant 
reality today, and the vibrant stuff of tomorrow.   
Yes, I believe in children for wherever I go, to mountain village, 
industrial centre, or open country, I find yesterday’s children, who were 
nurtured in the things of Christ at work in the building of the Kingdom of 
God.   Amen.  (Author Unknown) 

 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:  WELCOME BACK! 
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff at St. Louis, I extend a warm welcome back to all our students 
and their familiesI hope you have had a wonderful summer – filled with beautiful memories! 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you back to SCHOOL – and a warm welcome as we begin 
celebration of our 50th anniversary of Catholic Education – serving the Clarkson community. 
 
This newsletter will be a monthly communication tool used by faculty at St. Louis School to 
communicate with the community at large.  This newsletter will be sent home the first Friday 
of each month – with each student.  All relevant school wide communication will be made 
through the newsletter.  Daily communication will be made by teaching staff through use of the 
student agenda.)  In effort to become MORE “GREEN” – as an ECO-SCHOOL – we are also 
asking parents to consider signing up for an electronic copy –instead of paper copy.  Form 
attached. 
 
Due to daily enrolments, there is a possibility that some reorganization of staff and classes may 
need to take place in the school.  If this is the case, such changes will take effect on Monday, 
September 19, 2011.   You will be informed in advance of this date if any changes will occur with 
respect to your child. There will be no school –for students- FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2011 
– as this day will be used to re-organize students and for staff meetings. 
 
Virtues Education – will continue this year. A virtue is a habit or established capacity to perform 
good actions according to a moral standard. St. Louis is an ideal place to practice and prepare to 
live a virtuous life.  When we demonstrate these virtues, we are making the presence of God 
visible in the world around us.  More information is available to students and parents in student 
agenda.  Faith is September Virtue – which is an attitude that encourages us to involve God in 
our lives and helps us develop and maintain relationships with God and with others. 
 
I welcome all parents to come out for our first council meeting. (see pg. 3) I look forward to 
working with the parents of the St. Louis community as we work to create the best possible 
learning environment for our students. 
 
We look forward to meeting you all at our Open House/BBQ on September 22/11.   More 
information will follow shortly 
 
Laura DiGiambattista     
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St. Louis Staff 
L. DiGiambattista - Principal 

L. Carli - Head Secretary 

   D. Russell – Custodian 

R. Daliguez– Custodian 

   

    M. Spiewak-Kabza –JK/SK  

    T. Boutros-Nimer -ECE 

K. Cavlovic-Sporcic – JK/SK 

M. Subic- ECE 

T. Connor/M. Parent- Gr 1 

E. Grego –Gr1/ 2 

M. McNamara  – Gr 2/3 

C. Watts  – Gr 3/4 

  S. Heinisch  – Gr 4/5 

J. Marroquin-Santizo – Gr 5/6 

M. Bosnjak – Gr  6 

W. Saundercook – Gr 7/8 

F. Kotulak – Gr 8 

 

T. Connor – Librarian 

D. Saric– SERT/SERC 

L. McLean– ESL/PlanningTime 

H. Saliba Haddad – ERW 

M. Figliuzzi - ERW 

 

R. Corriero – FSL Teacher 

Psychology  -- S. Henry 

Soc. Worker – D. Kostyshyn 

Child/ Youth  – a. archbold 

Speech and Lang.- L. Moeser 
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OPEN  HOUSE/BBQ  
Thurs, Sept. 22, 2011 

5:30 – 6:30pm - BBQ 
6:30-7:15 - Classroom Visits 
Please come out and meet the St. Louis 
community – and help begin our 50th year 
celebration 
 

We Need Volunteers!!! 
 
We encourage your involvement in our school as a volunteer.  
Many of our activities and events occur with tremendous parent 
support. If you are a parent volunteer in the school, please 
remember that our policy is that parents do not volunteer in their 
own childʼs classroom. We request that volunteers share their 
skills and expertise in other ways. This encourages your childʼs 
independent skills while still demonstrating your interest in their 
school and learning. 
• Police Records Search available Office  
Please contact     D. Saric  – SERT, for more information 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 
  8:45 - Supervision in Yard 
  9:00 - Morning Bell (please be on time) 
11:30 - Kindergarten Dismissal 
12:00 - Lunch 
12:20 - Lunch Recess 
1:00 - Afternoon Bell 
  3:30 - Dismissal 
  3:45 - Supervision of dismissal ends 

  
50th Anniversary 
Celebration 
 
In effort to bring about a year of celebration of the Catholic 
Education provided to the community of Clarkson by the St. Louis 
School community, many events have been planned. 
 
 
 
Sept  22,  2011  – Open House BBQ 
 
O ctober  31 ,2011  – Halloween Dance-a-thon 
 
D ecem ber  3 ,  2011  – Breakfast with Santa 
 
M ay,  10,  2012  –  50 th Anniversary M ass  @  St .  
Chris topher  Parish  -&  O pen House  at  the  St .  Louis  
 
If you should require any additional information, please contact: 
 
Trish Trapani @ jtrapani@roger.comn 
Or 
Daniella Saric  
 
 

Head Injury 
When a student receives an 
injury to the head, it is Board 
policy that we inform 
parents. We will make every 
attempt to notify you –even 
when it is a very minor head 
injury. Please do not be 
alarmed if you receive this  
phone call.  

 



Liturgical/ 
Sacramental Update 

 First Communion 
   Information Meeting 
                    TBA 
at St Christopherʼs Church 
(children are welcome) 

 
Confirmation  

Information Meeting 
TBA 

At St. Christopherʼs Church 
(BOTH parents & candidate 

must attend) 
Confirmation – May 8, 2011 

 
School Masses 
 

Openning  Mass 
Tues. Oct 4- 10:30am 

 
Advent-Candles 
Dec. 5, 12, 19- 9am 

 
Stations of the cross  

Thurs. April 5- 2:30pm 
 

Easter 
Tues. Apr 10-10:30am 

 
50th Anniversary Mass 

Thurs May 10, 2012 
7pm-St Christopher  

8:30-9:30pm-open house @ 
school 

 
Year-End 

June 26-10:30am-church 
7pm- awards 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Thanksgiving Day – 
Monday, Oct. 10 / 11 
 
Christmas Break 
Mon. Dec. 26-Fri. Jan 9/12 
 
Family Day – 
Mon. Feb. 20, 2012 
 
Mid-Winter Break – 
March 12 –March 16, 2012 
 
Good Friday – 
Friday, April 6, 2012 
Easter Monday – 
Monday, April 9, 2012 
 
Victoria Day – 
Monday, May 21, 2012 
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STORAGE OF MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 
In order for the school to store and/or administer medication, your doctor must 
complete a form provided by the school.  Students are not allowed to have medication of 
any kind at school, unless it is stored in the front office.  If there is a reason that the 
student must carry their medication (eg. Epi-Pen for emergency administration or asthma 
puffers), please pick up a form at the office and have it completed by your doctor.  A 
medical alert photo identification sheet will be completed for your child – and posted in 
your child’s classroom, our staffroom, and our office/health room. 
 As children grow, their health status sometimes changes. We therefore, request revised 
forms each year. If your child has developed any sensitivities or allergies or other medical 
needs, we must know about these in the interest of their safety.  Please send a note in 
to us to update your child’s records if necessary. All stored medication will be sent home 
in June 2012.   
 

Sabrinaʼs Law –ANAPHLAXIS REACTION 
St. Louis school makes every attempt to be an allergen aware school.  There are a 
number of our students who suffer from severe and  life threatening allergies.  For this 
reason, we will alert parents of students in your sonʼs/daughterʼs classroom who do have 
life threatening allergies – and we will ask that parents refrain from sending foods with the 
allergen in it to school as a part of a school lunch. This information will be provided in the 
next few weeks, and will be specific to classrooms.  For this reason, we enforce a “NO 
OUTSIDE FOOD POLICY” and classroom celebrations which involve the sharing of food 
– will have - Permission to Participate form will be sent home prior to the celebrations. 
 

Agendas will be available to all students from Gr 1-8 – after Sept. 16 .  These School 
Agendas contain important information about our Catholic heritage/faith development, as 
well as information specific to the school.  We ask that you make a special note of your 
childʼs student agenda as a daily means of communication with the teacher(s) and to 
assure homework is completed each night. Parentʼs are encouraged to look through and 
initial them each day. (see attached Agenda Information Letter) 

The cost of the agenda is: $7.00. 
Please forward payment to your childʼs classroom teacher. 

 Student Dismissal 
Only parents of a student will be allowed to pick up a child. A 
parent my release this responsibility to one of the identified 
emergency contact persons with a phone call to the school or 
a note sent to the teacher identifying the “new” adult. These 
students must be picked up at the front office. Calls to 
parents will occur when the office has concerns for the child’s 
safety. 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DAYS 
NO SCHOOL  
 
Sept .16/11 – Re-Organization 
 
Nov. 18/11 – Faith Day- 
Provincial Priorities 
 
Jan. 16/12- Assessment Day 
 
Feb 3/12- Reporting to Parents 
 
May 11/12 – Faith Day- 
Provinical Priorities  
 
June 11/12  - Assessment Day 
 
 

THERE ARE NO  
EARLY RELEASE  DAYS  
 
 

TERRY  FOX 
WALK 
All staff and 
students of St. 
Louis School will be 
participating in our 
annual Terry Fox 
Walk on Friday Sept. 
28 

Lunch Hour Policy 
Our lunch hour is from Noon to 1pm 
Children who stay for lunch – will eat 
inside for the first 20 minutes and then play 
outside for the remaining 40 minutes – 
weather permitting. 
If a student has an appointment – student 
must be signed out by parent. 
Students who stay for lunch must do so 
everyday. 
Lunch table is located under the SAC 
information board in front hall for lunch 
drop-off 
Many allergies exist in our school – for 
that reason there is no sharing of food – a 
letter outlining classroom allergies will 
be sent home soon. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION UPDATE: 

 
Please note that all eligible students will be issued a bus card which must 
be attached to their backpack handle – on the first day of school   
Non-eligible students are not permitted to ride the bus.  
No courtesy seats will be issued until first week in October to allow for all 
eligible riders to obtain their seats. 
 
Please contact  STOPR @  905-890-6000  or  1-800-668-1140 for any 
information about transportation provided for our students 
 
 

     St. Louis  Messages  - Additional Start-up Info  

PARENTS/ADULTS IN THE SCHOOL YARD  
It is difficult for the staff supervising in the schoolyard, to distinguish between parents and strangers.  We are asking for your 
cooperation in dropping the students off during the supervised times of 8:45 and 3:30, and letting them be with their friends.  
The fewer adults in the schoolyard, the easier it is to identify a stranger in the yard.   Once students are in the school, 
parents are encouraged to leave school property as soon as possible so that the students are not distracted from classroom 
activities. During the school day, there should be no parents in the schoolyard area at all. Parent may wait along the 
Kindergarten fenced area – south yard- before school /end of day. If your child is late, please bring him/her to the Office.  
There should not be any parents in the halls or classrooms without prior knowledge of the Office during school hours. Parent 
volunteers will sign in and receive a visitorʼs  badge.  It is a matter of safety.  Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Photo Day --- 
Sept 30, 2011 
(photo will be taken all day) 
(re-takes November 10 – am only) 

Parking Lot Safety 
Students are asked to enter on walkways provided on 
south and north entrances of the building 
ONLY kiss N Ride cars are permitted into the circular 
driveway 
Only Parents with handicap stickers may use designated 
parking  
Parents are reminded to use extreme care and attention 
during  drop off and pickup of students 

Come Join - St. Louis Catholic School Council 
 
NEW DATE – Tuesday, September 27, 2011 – 7pm – in the Library 
 
The purpose of school councils, which is mandated by the Ministry of Education, is through active participation of 
parents, to improve pupil achievement and to enhance the accountability of the education system to parent/ guardians.  
 
Nominations for positions on the St. Louis School Council will be received in the school from Mon., Sept. 19  to Fri., Sept. 
23,  2011  from 8:00am and 3:30pm -- and must be submitted by Fri. Sept 19 by 3:30pm. 
 
 
A parent must complete a nomination form in order to be included in the election process.  
 
All nomination forms received are to be signed by a school official and marked as to date and time received.  
 
 Elections will be held if more than the required numbers of parent positions (12) are applied for.  
 
 If needed, the elections at St. Louis School will take place at the first 2011-2012 - School Council Meeting – 
September 27, 2011– 7pm – Library 
 
Positions on council which are elected are: Chair, Secretary, Treasurer. The positions of Community Rep., Parish Rep., 
and OAPCE Rep are appointed. Parents must hold the majority of seats on the school council.  
 
Activities organized by School Council Parents include:  Open House/BBQ; Breakfast with Santa; Fundraising – Pizza 
Day Sales, Ice Cream, Popcorn, Major Fundraiser – last year was a Hallowe’en Dance-a-thon; All Star Reading;  
 
 

 It is a great way to get involved in your child’s education! 
 



 
 

 
 
[Type a quote from the document or 
the summary of an interesting point. 
You can position the text box 
anywhere in the document. Use the 
Text Box Tools tab to change the 
formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

No Personal Electronic devices 
at anytime on Dufferin Peel 
Property – NO  CELL PHONES! 

                         STUDENT INSURANCE 
Old Republic Insurance Group 

 
Old Republic Insurance Group  was awarded 

the student accident insurance contract.  As 
required by the Education Act and the Ministry of 

Education, the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District 
School Board annually provides parents with 

information about cost-effective student accident 
insurance coverage via student courier.  Although 

enrolment is voluntary, the Board encourages 
parents to take advantage of the inexpensive 

insurance coverage, especially if their 
child/children participate in sports, 

excursions/field trips, or, if parents do not have 
dental insurance coverage. 

 
Enrolment is required in writing – there are three 
options for enrolment: 
 

1. Complete the attached form and mail it in.  
(– additional copies available from school 
office.) 

2. Call for more info 1-800-463-KIDS(5437). 
3. On-line at   www.insuremykids.com 

 
Parents alone have the right to insure their 
children.” 

Renovation..News... 
Renovation...News 
 
We were blessed to have had many very 
talented Dufferin Peel personnel and 
associated staff in this summer to make 
many very necessary changes to our school. 
 
 
Our conference room is now room 2 – located 
close to our front office.  It is much smaller 
was we have taken space in order to provide 
for a larger kindergarten room. 
 
 
Our  second kindergarten class is room 3.  
An additional 500 square feet have been 
added in order to accommodate the learning 
centers within the Full Day Kindergarten 
program. 
 
Our SERC is  in room 11. 
 
And – for those parents not into the school 
last spring, we have resurfaced the  
entire St. Louis Library – with beautiful new 
shelving – and have created a wonderful 
learning environment to promote reading. 
 
Our vegetable garden – in our north yard 
boasts beautiful tomatoes, carrots, zucchini, 
and pumpkins – much thanks goes out to our 
custodians who were careful to water –this 
summer.   
 
Our front garden are quite beautiful and our 
sunflowers will serve to welcome you back! 
We are all very so very thankful to be back 
to such wonderful changes ! 
 

Breakfast Program Available 
Daily 
From 8:45am to 9:00am –  
Students are required to complete a waiver to 
participate 

E m ergen cy  E va cu a tio n  D ri l ls  a n d  P ro ced u res :  
 
Teachers and students will regularly practice emergency evacuation 
procedures. 
 
These include safe entrance and exit from the building in the event of fire, 
bomb threat, and safety response. 
 
Lockdown procedures are practiced regularly and the teachers and students 
respond to an announcement initiating lockdown. 
 
Our emergency evacuation site is Ecole Horizon Jeunesse (across the street). 
 
If you should require any additional information pertaining to emergency 
evacuation drills or emergency procedures, please feel free to contact Laura 
DiGiambattista -Principal 

  
         
    

  
 
 

    Welcome back!!!!! 

Attendance/Punctuality 
Students are expected to attend 
daily 
Letters will be issued for 
students having missed more than 
15 days  
Students are expected to arrive 
@ 8:45 am and 12:45pm to ensure 
that they are ready for class 
Athletics @ St. Louis 
St. Louis students have a strong 
tradition of sports teams!  As each 
athletic season begins, students 
interested in trying-out will be 
provided with dates. Permission forms 
will be sent home for parental 
approval.  Commitment to academics is 
an expectation of all students 
athletes. 


