
Advent Greetings: 
 I would like to wish you and your family a wonderful advent season!  I 

wish you all the best in the upcoming Christmas Season and New Year. 

Please enjoy our Christmas Newsletter ,which is full of all the great things  

that are going on in River Hawk Land. Please continue to check out our 

website. Thank you as always in supporting  our community, and taking an 

active role in your Childôs Education.     Mr. Lariviere 
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The Season of Giving: Christmas Basket Collection Begins. 
Christmas is the time of giving. However, sometimes there are those within our midst that 
go without due to circumstances beyond their control. These individuals number in the 
thousands, and throughout the Peel Region many will be touched by the generosity of the 
Cardinal Ambrozic Christmas Basket Drive. 
hǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ άǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
be assigned to homeroom classes and we are hoping that we will be able to meet the 
needs of our local community. With the generous donations from you and our students the 
holiday packages will be put together and will make their way to local families just in time 
for Christmas.  
From December 5th to the 16th the Cardinal Ambrozic community will be collecting Gift 
Cards, Non-perishable foods, toiletries, and baby items for the Christmas Basket program 
which hopes to brighten the holidays for individuals and families, who otherwise would 
have a bleak, sparse Christmas. 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be meas-
ured to you.        - Luke 6:38 



MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

C A R D I N A L  A M B R O Z I C  C A T H O L I C  S E C O N D A R Y  

 

 

Cardinal Ambrozic students called to testify at annual mock bail tournament  
Students from across Peel schools participate in experiential learning oppor-
tunity  
  
On December 2nd, 2011 seven grade 11 law students, representing the Cardinal 
Ambrozic Law Team, will grapple with concepts of law and justice during the Annual 
Peel Mock Bail Tournament at the A. Grenville and William Davis Courthouse in 
Brampton.   
  
Students who participate in the tournament apply the knowledge and skills they 
have gained in the classroom to the case they have to try before the courts.  In-
variably, students gain valuable insights into how the Canadian justice system 
works by participating in the annual tournament. The experience helps to prepare 
them to become active, engaged and informed citizens."  
 
The team of students (Jasmeen Bhangu, Victoria Charron, Navjeet, Dhillon, Naomi 
Graham, Leigha King, Tharsan Raveendran, and Ajitha Vasan) have been working 
extremely hard on their case and we wish them luck in the tournament! We hope to 
bring a trophy back to Cardinal Ambrozic! 

ECO 

SQUAD! 

Stewardship! 

Waste Reduction! 

Conservation! 

Greening! 

Cardinal Ambrozic s Ontario EcoSchools is an environmental education and certification 

program for grades K-12 that helps school communities develop both ecological literacy and 

environmental practices to become environmentally responsible citizens and reduce the eco-

logical footprint of schools.The key areas of achievement are: Teamwork & Leadership, En-

ergy Conservation, Waste Minimization, School Ground Greening, Curriculum and Environ-

mental Stewardship.  



Fashion at Cardinal Ambrozic  

River Hawks Soaring to Success! 

Our Fashion Program is in full swing!  Cardinalôs budding young designers showcased their skills in our ZARA 

Design Competition.  Students applied their design and marketing knowledge to develop two outfits for the 

ZARA brand.  Antoniette Catenacci, an evening and bridal wear designer, came to judge for the event  and was 

pleased with the level of talent that our students displayed.  Congratulations to our winners:, Ismael B. and Taren 

K., Marie M, Shanai S., and MaxineO.. 

Cardinal fashion students are now focusing their effort on being ECO-friendly.  Using a ñRock Star Chicò 

theme, they were challenged to reinvent pieces of old clothing.  ñRatty and oldò described the clothes that were 

brought in and ñwow,énow thatôs fashionò describes the result of their work!!!  For our newest project, the stu-

dents are using recyclable material as fabric for their creations. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C A R D I N A L  A M B R O Z I C  C A T H O L I C  S E C O N D A R Y  

We Are Walking in the Light of Christ  

As we begin the season of Advent, it is the ideal time to think about how the staff and students of 

Cardinal Ambrozic Secondary School are ñWalking in the Light of Christò. This is the 2011 theme for 

Catholic Education week and it is intended to be a reflection of our shared Catholic commitment to students, 

families, staff, our parish, and our community as a whole. 

Our Cardinal Ambrozic community is certainly Learning in the Light of Christ. The grade level 

retreats give students an opportunity to build community, reflect on their purpose and current direction, and 

participate in a prayerful experience in an alternative setting. Early in September all of our grade nine stu-

dents participated in a full day retreat program focusing on the theme of óWelcome and Transitionsô. The 

retreat was facilitated by our Link Crew and the students participated in teambuilding activities and a Lit-

urgy of the Word. The highlight of this retreat was the creation of a canvass of all of the imprints of the stu-

dentsô hands and this mural now hangs prominently on Cardinal Ambrozic Avenue. It is a beautiful re-

minder of one of the key lines of our official school prayer of St. Teresa of Avila: óChrist has no body on 

earth but yours, no hands but yourséô Throughout this semester, the grade ten students participated in a 

retreat program at the Mount Alverno Retreat Centre in Caledon which focused on the theme óHuman Sexu-

ality and Building Healthy Relationshipsô. Grade ten students participated in prayer, small group discus-

sions, and role-playing. This retreat provided students time to reflect and discuss what it means to be created 

in the image of God. The grade eleven retreat program, which takes place at the Ecology Retreat Centre, 

focuses on the theme of óThe Golden Ruleò and our senior students explore how the Golden Rule is a tool 

for peace and social justice. This semester students from grades nine to eleven have also had the opportunity 

to represent Cardinal Ambrozic SS in the When Faith Meets Pedagogy Youth Forum, the Development and 

Peace Youth Conference and the Student Voice Fall Conference. For the first time ever, six of our grade 

eleven students have been chosen to attend the Salesian Catholic Leadership Retreat, under the supervision 

of Ms. Arias, at the St. Francis Centre in Orangeville in early December. These conferences and retreats 

serve to empower and encourage our students to find their voice which translates into action with their 

peers. 

The staff and students of Cardinal Ambrozic exemplify what it means to Love in the Light of 

Christ. Through a variety of social justice projects, our school community has put our faith into action time 

and time again. The GO Team, under the supervision of Mrs. Venier, and Chaplaincy Team, under the su-

pervision of Mrs. Esvelt,  have been the driving forces behind these initiatives. During the Thanksgiving 

Food Drive, 1683 pounds of food products were donated to the Knights Table. With the support and gener-

osity of those in our school community, at-risk families and seniors facing difficulties have a warm place to 

go to experience caring fellowship. Our support helps the Knights Table to provide 50,000 hot nutritious 

meals every day of the year to individuals impacted by hunger, poverty and homelessness in Peel. As part of 

our Cardinal Ambrozic Outreach initiatives, students from Mr. Hindsô and Mr. Gibsonôs alternative educa-

tion classes and Mrs. Abbruscatoôs ASD class have been providing volunteer service at Dr. Simoneôs Ware-

house throughout this term. Canadian Food for Children provides food, clothing and household items to 

over twenty five countries on a weekly basis. Our students have been actively involved in sorting food prod-

ucts, loading cargo containers, and participating in a letter writing campaign. The volunteers at Dr. Simoneôs 

are grateful for our gifts of time and service as they endeavor to provide daily needs to the poorest children 

around the world. Finally, our entire school community will be involved in our Christmas Basket drive dur-

ing this advent season. Classes will be working cooperatively together to prepare a basket of food and gifts 

for needy families in our community. This annual outreach initiative is a remarkable reminder of how we 

are Godôs instruments doing Godôs work to provide hope and encouragement to those in need. 

When we gather together as a faith community to pray and celebrate the Eucharist, Cardinal Am-

brozic SS demonstrates what it means to Live in the Light of Christ. We started our faith journey this year by 

celebrating a school-wide mass in our peace garden. Father Pat OôDea was the celebrant. For our Thanks-

giving Masses, we invited Father Jim Tobin and Fr. Len to celebrate and give thanks. To celebrate the Feast 

of the Immaculate Conception, there will be a Liturgy of the Word on December 8th in the chapel at 8:10 am 

and all are welcome to attend. On December 15th, Father Papais will be celebrating the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation with us. Father Pat OôDea and Father Jim Roth have been invited to celebrate our Advent Masses 

with us on December 20th and 21st. During this season of Advent, we look forward to the Messiahôs coming 

again in glory. May we be a people of faith, hope and peace, and may we be always strengthened in our 

lives by the promise of everlasting love and joy. As we journey together during Advent, may we be mindful 

of how we act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8).    

 C. Esvelt Chaplaincy Leader  



 

 

River Hawks Soaring to Success! 

Check out the new Dufferin -Peel Catholic District School Board System Direction 2010-2013 at  http://www.dpcdsb.org 

Cardinal Ambrozic Professional Learning Teams  
Designing relevant learning for students. 

A Vibrant Learning Community! 



B.R.A.V.E. 

River Hawks Soaring to Success! 

"The S.W.O.L.E. School Program is recognized by the Ontario Ministry of Education as a 

Program of Success""One Voice One Team has achieved Federal Status as a Charitable 

Organization" The Cardinal Ambrozic Grade 10 Kick Off is November 29, 2011. 

Orlando Bowen         Nicolle Matthews         Clifford Ivory 

Greetings from the English Department!   
Another great year has begun and the English teachers Cardinal Ambrozic Catholic Secon-
dary School have already begun their tireless efforts in bringing their love for literature and 
drama to their classrooms.   
In November students already had the opportunity to take their learning outside the class-
room walls.  Grade 11 students had the opportunity to see the theatrical performance of 
Macbeth �D�W���6�W�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���&�D�P�S�X�V���L�Q���7�R�U�R�Q�W�R�����������7�K�H���W�U�L�S���Z�D�V���D���K�X�J�H���V�X�F��
cess and many students had their first experience with live theatre. Grade 11 students en-
rolled in English second semester will have the opportunity to attend the same excursion in 
the spring.  Also, Mrs. Grossi-�6�S�H�U�D�Q�G�L�R�¶�V���J�U�D�G�H���������(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���0�H�G�L�D���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�D�G��
the remarkable experience of visiting the CBC and CTV studios.   Students were taken 
through a tour of the studios where they saw how so many media forms we are exposed to 
come to life.    
Also in the library and under the expert direction of our Teacher-Librarian, Ms. Restivo, the 
English Department is fostering regular reading by incorporating it into their daily lives as 
well as in their Culminating Performance Tasks.  We thank Ms. Restivo and her library staff 
for their continued guidance and concern for our students. 
Throughout the semester, English teachers have been diligently working with their Grade 9 
and 10 classes in preparation for the upcoming Literacy Test this spring.  Parents are en-
couraged to keep their son or daughter reading everyday to help cultivate their reading and 
writing skills and encourage them to become lovers of learning for life.   
The English Department wishes everyone in the Cardinal Ambrozic community a Merry 
Christmas and a safe and happy holiday season.    
 
M. Andreopoulos 


